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Background
Freedom of the high seas and control of vessels on the high seas solely by their fl ag States is a customary international law concept dating from the 16th century. Article 116 Right to fi sh on the high seas All States have the right for their nationals to engage in fi shing on the high seas subject to: (a) their treaty obligations; (b) the rights and duties as well as the interests of coastal States provided for, inter alia in article 63, paragraph 2, and articles 64 to 67; and (c) the provisions of this section.
While recognizing the basic right of freedom to fi sh on the high seas, the reference to Article 63, paragraph 2 indicates that the right is not an unfettered one.
Where the same stock or stocks of associated species occur both within the exclusive economic zone and in an area beyond and adjacent to the zone, the coastal State and the States fi shing for such stocks in the adjacent area shall seek, either directly, or through appropriate sub-regional or regional organizations to agree upon the measures necessary for the conservation of these stocks in the adjacent areas.
